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Bee-keeping is
an integral part of
farming in every
region of the
world, as either a
core or side-line
business. Often it
is small scale and,
in many countries,
bees are farmed
traditionally. The

size of bee-keeping

operations depends on socio-economic factors:
in some countries, 20 bee colonies are enough to
support an entire family, while in others a single
operation might comprise as many as 2,000 hives.

Honey and royal jelly are just two of the valuable
foods derived from honey bees. As bees are the main
pollinators of wild and cultivated plants, they render
a vital service to ecosystems by contributing to their
sustainability and maintaining
biodiversity. Humans therefore have
bees to thank for our bountiful
harvests of fruit and vegetables,
which bolster world food security.

The loss of these key
pollinators, either bred or
wild, would be a biological,
agricultural, environmental and
economic disaster. Maintaining
healthy populations of these
pollinating insects (of which more than 17,000
known species exist) is a critical health challenge
deserving the full attention of the global community.

It is very difficult to diagnose and control diseases of
honey bees as they live only in highly socialised colonies.

More so than for any other species in the animal
kingdom, the sound clinical observation and diagnosis
of bee diseases requires a great deal of expertise.

Even though bees play such a vital role, bee-
keeping is given less attention than other livestock

sectors, despite the major problems it currently faces.

Changes in agricultural practices are having
an impact on populations of bees and wild insect
pollinators. In almost all cases, bee diseases merely serve
to exacerbate existing factors contributing to colony
collapse, such as the irresponsible use of pesticides.
Growth in the acreage requiring pollination leads
to the more intensive use of migratory bee-keeping,
rendering disease control even more difficult and
encouraging disease transmission among colonies. The
increased use of monoculture impoverishes cultivated
plant species, reducing the nutrients available to
colonies. Environmental pollution from all sources
is also poisonous to bees and weakens colonies.

All this is compounded by the indifference of
pharmaceutical companies, resulting in limited
treatment options, and by a widespread lack of training
among beekeepers, whose enthusiasm and empiricism
do not always make up for insufficient knowledge.

Not only does this severely inhibit the ability

to detect early signs of disease and implement
appropriate biosecurity measures
within apiaries, it also encourages
the misuse of therapeutics.

To counter this alarming situation
and in line with its mandate to improve
animal health and welfare worldwide
— and so help to fight poverty and
hunger — the OIE recently reaffirmed
its commitment to the sector by making
bee mortality and diseases one of the
priorities of its Strategic

Plan 2011-2015. However, bee health is no new
concern for the OIE: the Delegates of its
Member Countries adopted their first

resolution on bees back in 1947.

Apart from addressing the high-profile collapse
of honey bee colonies in North America, Europe
and Japan in recent years, the OIE has been doing
substantive work to provide Veterinary Services
around the world with consistent, science-
based recommendations on bee diseases and

precautions for avoiding transboundary spread.

2014 « 2



Indeed, bee diseases have become globalised
mainly because of the failure by public
administrations to control cross-border trade in
breeding stock, genetic material and agricultural
products. Yet most bee mortality is due to
common diseases, including the
six main infestations listed by the
OIE, caused by Acarapis woodi,

Paenibacillus larvae, Melissococcus

plutonius, Aethina tumida,

Tropilaelaps spp. and

Varroa spp. The Varroa mite,

a small arthropod causing

varroosis, has already invaded

virtually the entire planet and, alone or in
combination with other viral or chemical factors,
inflicts serious damage on bees worldwide.

In response, the OIE develops international
animal health standards on these
bee diseases, which are considered
and adopted democratically by
the 178 Member Countries. This
culminates in official certification
that provides reliable guarantees
for trade in breeding stock, genetic
material and hive products.

By holding annual training
seminars and making its network
of expertise available to Member
Countries on request, the OIE
works to build national Veterinary
Services’ capacity to improve
apiary surveillance and observations in the field.

OIE Member Countries have a statutory
obligation to report animal disease events.
Transparent animal health information is an
important prerequisite for disease management

because of the high risk of disease spread posed

by migratory bee-keeping and by regional and
international trade in live bees, genetic material,
bee-keeping equipment and hive products. Online
and mail-order sales of breeding stock, eggs
and other items have been instrumental in the
globalisation of bee diseases.
The OIE also contributes to the
global dissemination of technical
and scientific information by
making online publications
available free of charge.
Preserving the health of
bees, both bred and wild,
is an integral part of good
environmental management, food security and
enhanced global agriculture. Neglecting bee health
and allowing our planet’s bee populations to
collapse would have a far-reaching impact on the
environment, agriculture and the global economy.
The international community
should pay the utmost attention
to harmonising bee health
management because, by
protecting bees, we are also

safeguarding our future.

.//

Bernard Vallat
Director General



Risks associated with the use
of antimicrobials in animals worldwide

The OIE has evaluated the quality
of national animal health systems,
including Veterinary Services, in more
than 120 countries.

More than 100 of the countries
evaluated — mainly developing and
emerging countries — do not yet
have relevant legislation concerning
appropriate conditions for the
importation, manufacture, distribution
and use of veterinary products,
including antimicrobials. In some
cases, legislation is totally non-existent.
Where it does exist, it is very often not
properly applied because of a lack of
public funds for the implementation of
controls.

In such countries, antimicrobials
are usually freely available to anyone,
directly or indirectly, without restriction.
Worse still, they circulate as normal
goods and are often adulterated (i.e.
the dosage is less than that mentioned
on the packaging, they have different
molecules or are only a placebo).
Thousands of tonnes of adulterated
antimicrobials destined for use in
animals are circulating worldwide (and
the same is true of antimicrobials for
human use).

Unfortunately, the use of
antimicrobials in animals by untrained

personnel is not confined to developing

and emerging countries. In a
significant number of Member
Countries of the Organisation

for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), it is easy to
acquire antimicrobials, particularly
via the internet, and many farmers
do so. Some of these countries

still allow the use of certain
antimicrobials on fruit trees to
control certain bacterial diseases,
as well as the incorporation of
antimicrobials into animal feed

as growth promoters or for other
non-therapeutic purposes. Political
action, for example by the G8
countries or the World Trade
Organization (WTQ), can only
hope to persuade countries in this
category to change these practices,
estimated as risky by many credible
scientists.

In the area of preventing
antimicrobial resistance in animals
(and the potential benefits of this
for public health), although some
countries and regions are already
very cautious, the adoption of
effective provisions by the rest of the
world is likely to be long, difficult and
controversial, not to say illusory.

Unfortunately, globalisation
of the food trade, coupled with

traditional and medical tourism,
enable (and will continue to enable)
existing or future resistant bacteria
to colonise the entire planet with
ease, regardless of any preventive
measures implemented locally.

How can we face this important
challenge?
— The OIE trains National Focal
Points, appointed by its Member
Countries, and forms networks
to enable them to develop and
modernise legislation on the
production, importation, distribution
and use of veterinary products,
as well as to carry out such tasks
as monitoring the consumption of
antimicrobials, because very little
is yet known about actual volumes
used in the 178 Member Countries
involved in the OIE veterinary
legislation support programme.
— OIE Member Countries adopt
international standards on the
prudent use of antimicrobial agents
and on the harmonisation of the risk
assessments that they undertake to
implement.
— International cooperation in the
form of development aid is crucial
to helping developing countries, and
even emerging countries, to apply
these standards, especially since, in

s P
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the short term, animal production

is expected to grow by more than

50%, due to the increasing use of
intensive production systems in these
countries.

— The OIE also recommends policies
to introduce minimum geographical
coverage by veterinarians to ensure
animal health surveillance, using this
network to guarantee the early detection
of potential epizootics (including
zoonoses such as animal influenza) and
a rapid response to contain outbreaks
at their source. Such a network can also
improve the general health of animals by

that needs to be addressed. It is why our
organisation provides:

a) standards and programmes
to improve the quality of veterinary
education worldwide, including in the
fields of microbiology, pharmacology and
ethics

b) a standard on the design and
functioning of national and regional
veterinary statutory bodies empowered
by the law and by state delegation
of the necessary powers to oversee
qualifications, ethical standards and
professional excellence, as well as to
expel anyone whose conduct is improper.

which are much easier to control and
prevent. Several countries that have
implemented decoupling have seen an
increase in the general consumption
of antimicrobials (according to
those in a position to assess such
consumption). It is worth noting that the
human consumption of antimicrobials
continues to grow, despite the fact that
the separation of drug prescription
and delivery is widespread in human
medicine.

It appears that measures to limit the
emergence of resistance in animals,
including the worldwide management

The worldwide management and
limitation off what are deemed to be
the riskiest practices (including their

use in plant production), should be
made a global priority, including

in developed countries

allowing the judicious and proper limited
use of antimicrobials.

The network’s existence and
sustainability are partly dependent on
revenues from the services provided
by veterinarians, many to mainly poor
customers in the isolated or deprived
areas where they work, which are
home to the numerous animals to be
monitored. These revenues come mainly
from the delivery of products, including
antimicrobials, which veterinarians
administer directly to the animals. This
can raise a potential conflict of interest

4 VQ 2014 « 2
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While some countries have uncoupled
the prescription of certain veterinary
drugs, including antimicrobials, from
their delivery, this may pose logistical
problems of responsiveness to diseases,
particularly at the farm level, and
may facilitate illegal practices (direct
and uncontrolled self-supply and the
intervention of unscrupulous and ignorant
individuals, mainly via the internet). The
risks associated with these practices may
have consequences that are much more
serious than any irregularities in drug
prescription or delivery by veterinarians,

and limitation of what are deemed to be
the riskiest practices (including their use
in plant production), should be made

a global priority, including in developed
countries.

.//

Bernard Vallat
Director General of the OIE
20 March 2014



Bee diseases are a worldwide problem

W. Ritter

OIE expert on bee diseases, Head of the OIE Reference Laboratory at CVUA-Freiburg, Germany

The designations and denominations employed and the presentation of the material in this article do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part
of the OIE concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries.

The views expressed in this article are solely the responsibility of the author(s). The mention of specific companies or products of manufacturers, whether or
not these have been patented, does not imply that these have been endorsed or recommended by the OIE in preference to others of a similar nature that are not
mentioned.

Keywords: honey bee — Aethina tumida— American foulbrood — Apis mellifera— European foulbrood — Melissococcus
plutonius — Nosema — nosemosis — Paenibacillus larvae — small hive beetle — Tropilaelaps — Varroa — varroosis.

During recent years, bees have increasingly become a focus of attention. They have always been recognised not
only as honey producers but also as essential pollinators of plant crops and wild plants. However, bees are becoming
more and more affected by disease. Changed environmental conditions, the increasing use of pesticides and, above
all, more profit-oriented hive management systems have all contributed to this situation. In addition, the worldwide
trade of bees and bee products has confronted bees with the constant challenge of new diseases and parasites.

Protection against diseases
in the bee colony

Honey bees are socially organised insects. Their
colony consists of 10,000 to 50,000 infertile worker bees,
anumber of males (drones) and one egg-laying female,
the queen. However, a bee colony is far more than the
sum of its individual bees. Like cells in higher organisms,
bees are able to cooperate via neuronal stimuli and
hormones.

The individual bee has an immune system. However,
their social defence system, is of major importance. Old
and ill bees die on forage flights or are prevented from
entering the hive again on their return. Furthermore, bee
hygiene consists of removing ill brood from the nest. This
hygiene behaviour is genetically fixed and more or less
pronounced within the various breeding lines and bee

species.

The pathogenicity of bee pathogens and parasites
is illustrated by a shortened lifespan, and modified
morphology, physiology or behaviour of the individual
bee. In terms of the colony, the consequences are a
reduction of the colony’ strength until it reaches a stage
of disorder, implying the risk of a colony collapse.

Diseases are spread within the bee colony and
between bee colonies. A horizontal transfer of diseases
means the transfer of pathogens or parasites within the
colony from bee to bee, and from colony to colony. A
vertical transfer means that the pathogen is transferred
from the brood to the adult bee or from the queen, the
drones or the worker bees to the brood. Between apiaries,
diseases are spread by swarms or by the beekeeper’s

interventions.
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Bee diseases have different causes

Like other animals, honey bees can be infected or infested
by a variety of pathogens or parasites. In addition to fungi and
bacteria, viruses have recently become more important, because
they can be transferred by such parasites. Most of the parasites
found in bee colonies are mites
and other insects.

In the following paragraphs,
I would like specifically to address
those bee diseases described in
the OIE Manual of Diagnostic Tests
and Vaccines for Tertestrial Animals,
which are important for bee-

keeping.

Foulbrood has spread worldwide

American foulbrood (AFB) and European foulbrood (EFB)
have been spread nearly all over the world. However, EFB does
not represent a serious problem for bee colonies everywhere.
Colonies are often able to heal themselves. In contrast, AFB is
controlled by destroying the infected colonies or by forming
artificial swarms. In many countries antibiotics are used for
control. However, this only masks the infectious disease with

the effect that, after the end of the treatment, a relapse occurs.

Moreover, there is the risk of antibiotic residues in the honey.

© CVUA Freiburg

Fig. 1
American foulbrood is the most important brood disease of honey bees
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Nosemosis pathogens

Nosemosis is a diarrheal disease of the bee caused by a
microsporidium; specifically, a fungus. The pathogen destroys
the bee’s mid-gut epithelium when it multiplies in the bee’ cells.
As long as the infested bees are able to defecate outside the hive
or die there, the bee colony is in a position to heal itself. With
increasing infestation, the bees defecate more and more, within
the nest as well as outside. When other bees pick up the faeces
to remove them, mass infestation takes place. Finally, the bee
colony dies.

Originally, the only parasite of Apis mellifera was Nosema apis,
and Apis cerana was exclusively infested by Nosema ceranae. In
1973, N. ceranae was found for the first time in A. mellifera in
the People’s Republic of China. Since 2003, this new parasite
has rapidly spread all over the world. Today, it has replaced the
original parasite, N. apis, nearly everywhere. The transfer of this
parasite is nearly impossible to avoid. This is why restrictions
on moving and transporting bees are not efficient methods of

control.

Varroa mites transfer viruses

The situation of varroosis is very similar. Originally, the mite
Varroa destructor exclusively infested A. cerana. The introduction
of A. mellifera into Asia initiated its shift to the new host. In the
meantime, this mite has spread throughout virtually the whole
world. Only Australia and parts of Oceania still seem to be free
from the Varroa mite.

The Varroa mite multiplies only in the brood of honey bees,

damaging the developing bees as it sucks their haemolymph.

© CVUA Freiburg

Fig. 2
The Varroa mite is distributed throughout most of the world



The bee colony becomes weaker and weaker, growing more
susceptible to other diseases. Without treatment, most of the
colonies die within a short time.

Because of the structure of their epidermis, honey bees are
well protected against many kinds of viruses. The Varroa mite
overcomes this natural defence mechanism when sucking, but
also infects the brood with viruses via the adult bee, especially
with ‘deformed wing virus’ but also with ‘acute bee paralysis

virus’, both of which accelerate the collapse of the colony.

Tropilaelaps mites not yet everywhere

Different types of the Tropilaelaps mite infest the giant honey
bees A. dorsata and A. laboriosa. Some switched to A. mellifera
when it was newly introduced into their original habitat in Asia.
Only a few types damage European bee species; among them,

T clarae and T. mercedesae.

Though Tropilaelaps mites and Varroa mites differ considerably
in their outward appearances, their parasitic life cycles are quite
similar. Both mites preferentially infest the bee brood and multiply
within it. When the brood is infested by both kinds of mite, the
Tropilaelaps mite dominates, because its offspring develop faster.
However, Tropilaelaps mites cannot live on adult bees, but can only
use them as carriers for spreading.

Generally, the Tropilaelaps mite has similar attributes to the
Varroa mite to ensure rapid spread. We still do not know why
Tropilaelaps mites have not yet left or have only partly left their
original area of distribution on their new host, A. mellifera. The
difficult method of transfer via adult bees, as well as the mites’
susceptibility to brood-free phases in a bee colony, could be the

reasomn.

The small hive beetle only damages weak colonies

Another pest is not so easy to classify in the general scheme
of diseases. The ‘small hive beetle’ is often classed as a pest but it
can undoubtedly also be regarded as a predator.

Originally, this beetle was exclusively found in Africa,
south of the Sahara, and African bees have developed defence
mechanisms against it. Since the year 2000, global trade has
carried the small hive beetle to new continents. There, it has
spread naturally, both via bees, as bee colonies migrate or are
transported during bee-keeping, and independently, through its
own flight.

It is difficult to diagnose
small hive beetle in the
bee colony. As the hive
is opened, the beetle
immediately escapes into
the dark. Special traps have
been developed, in which
the beetle hides, making it

easier to recognise even the

beginnings of an infestation.

In most cases, however,
the beetle is only detected
when its larvae appear in
large numbers and cause
fermentation in the food,
making the honey leak out
of the cells. However, this
only happens in very weak
colonies or in honeycomb
storage. As a result, this
beetle causes only limited
damage in colonies but is
a real problem in honey
storage.

The small hive beetle
finds much the same
conditions in bee colonies
all over the world. Only its
pupation period in the soil
outside the nest depends
on climate. That is why, in
North America, this beetle
only represents a serious
problem in states with a
tropical climate, such as
Florida and California. The
same is more or less true

for the coastal regions of

S
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Fig. 3
Small hive beetle
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Fig. 4
Brood combs being inspected for hee

Australia. Only in these areas jisaases

with tropical climates is it
necessary to actively try to

control the beetle.
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Fig. 5
Inspection for brood diseases

Local bee species and subspecies and hive
management systems must be strengthened
An important contribution towards keeping honey bees in
good health is to protect native species. In Asia, the native
A. cerana is less susceptible to most parasites and diseases than
the European bee, A. mellifera. As their natural host, it has no
problems with Varroa destructor and Tropilaelaps mites.
It is thus very important that countries such as Laos are
encouraged to support their native bees and peasant bee-
keeping. The same is true for the native bee, A. mellifera, in

Central Africa and local bee-keeping practices. Although

| 20140 2
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American foulbrood and varroosis were imported into Central
Africa a long time ago, they have not been able to do lasting
damage to the local bee colonies. Problems only appear with
the introduction of the bee management methods practised in
Europe and America, or with the importation of European bee
species. We should have learned our lessons from the mistakes

made in the past.

The spreading of bee diseases must be
prevented

Bee health problems have increased principally because
of the constant importation of new diseases. The introduction
of diseases via bees can only be controlled through strict
import controls based on the OIE standards. Since quarantine,
even for a short time, is impracticable, special attention must
be paid to disease control in the country of origin (see, in
particular, Chapter 1.1.4. of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code

on the official health control

of bee diseases). If the control Chid™ -

system in the country of origin Terrestrial Anima
is not reliable, the import
should be rejected.

Despite this, there is still
a risk of importing diseases
over land, through the drifting
of bees and swarms, and by
sea, as a result of wild swarms,
e.g. those often found in shipping containers. The biggest
problem worldwide, however, is caused by the fact that, in
veterinary medicine, the honey bee is not universally regarded
as livestock and so less attention is paid to bee disease controls
at the frontier. Both illegal and uncontrolled imports can be the
sources of disease. This is not only a local or regional problem,

it’s a worldwide one.

Conclusion

To sum up, bee disease control must include not only
management methods but environmental conditions as well.
If we are to maintain healthy bees in the future, we must act to

stop the global spread of bee diseases now.
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OI€ news

Activities of the Communication Unit

The OIE at the Paris
International Agricultural
Show 2014

For the fourth year running, the OIE was
present at the Paris International Agricultural
Show, held during the week of 22 February to
2 March 2014.

In partnership with the European

Commission’s Directorate General for Health

In Paris, as in Berlin, balloons given out at the OIE

and Consumers (DG Sanco), the OIE provided

information about animal health and food and European Commission’s joint stand delighted

hoth young and old. The hit of the year!

safety issues to visitors to the fair. To introduce
visitors to the issues of veterinary control and

traceability in a fun and accessible way, a raft

of events were organised around the theme
‘from farm to fork'.

The 51st edition of this annual show,
featuring over 4,000 animals, hosted more
than 700,000 visitors during the week.

Various activities were devised around the theme

‘from farm to fork’ for the littlest visitors

Interactive map goes online on the OIE’s 90th
Anniversary website
The OIE's network of animal health partners and

For more information: expertise is one of the largest in the world. To help

E :.-:iﬂ': E internet users, animal health professionals and the
s X general public to locate and find detailed information

about each of the many members in the network,

the OIE has created an interactive map on its

90th Anniversary website (www.90.0ie.int). This tool : - - s E
provides details of the OIE’s 13 regional offices on : : el v
all five continents, its 178 Member Countries, and e 2 :'.j e pre— E
its 284 Reference Laboratories and Collaborating "‘m-wi'_ ¥ & e Eu
Centres. This map is in addition to the animal disease SR o ~ I
maps already available in the WAHIS system. Users should select the appropriate category, then scroll down to

select the Representation, Member Country or Reference Centre they
wish to see on the map

~

..

J 2014 « 2

© OIE/C. Bertrand-Ferrandis



©CE-Graeme Taylor

©OIE/C. Bertrand-Ferrandis

Activities of the Communication Unit

The OIE takes part in the Conference for
Better Bee Health
On 7 April 2014,
< the OIE took part in the

The conference was held in the presence of European

Conference for Better Bee
Health, organised by

DG Sanco and held in
Brussels.

Commissioner for Health, Mr Tonio Borg. The aim was to present
and discuss the subject of bee health and the multifactorial
causes of the massive decline in bee populations. The subjects
discussed included recent developments for better bee health
(including that of wild bees), European Union apiculture funds,
and projects for improving bee health, bee-keeping practices,
agricultural production and bee-

For more information:

related biodiversity.

The OIE booth

Presentation of Dr Francois Diaz of the Scientific and Technical Department

Activities of the Scientific
and Technical Department

Summaries of the OIE
Specialist Commission, Working Group

and Ad hoc Group meetings
January to March 2014

Specialist Commissions

Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases
(‘Scientific Commission’)
OIE Headquarters, Paris, 10-14 February 2014
The Commission met at the OIE Headquarters under
the chairmanship of its President, Dr Gideon Briickner, and
addressed, among others, the following issues.
1. The endorsement of the reports of the following ad hoc
Groups:
— Porcine Respiratory and Reproductive Syndrome
— Schmallenberg Virus
— Evaluation of the Foot and Mouth Disease Status of
Member Countries and Revision of the Chapter
— International Horse Movement for Equestrian Sport
— Evaluation of the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Risk
Status of Member Countries
— Glanders
— Brucellosis
— Evaluation of the Peste des Petits Ruminants Status of
Member Countries
— Evaluation of the Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia
Status of Member Countries
— Global Database on the Use of Antimicrobial Agents in
Animals
— Evaluation of the African Horse Sickness Disease Status of
Member Countries.
2. The endorsement of the report of the Working Group on
Wildlife.
3. Comments from Member Countries on the new draft
chapters of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code:
— High-health-status horses subpopulation
— Infection with Brucella abortus, B. melitensis and B. suis.

2014 ¢ 2 : 21
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Activities of the Scientific and Technical Department

4. The revision of the Terrestrial Code chapters that
had been circulated to Member Countries
for comment:
— Chapter 1.1. Notification of diseases, infection and
infestations and epidemiological information
— Chapter 1.2. Criteria for the inclusion of diseases, infections
and infestations on the OIE List
— Chapter 4.6. Collection and processing of bovine, small
ruminants and porcine semen
— Chapter 6.7. Harmonisation of national antimicrobial
resistance surveillance and monitoring programmes
— Chapter 6.10. Risk assessment for antimicrobial resistance
— Chapter 8.6. Foot and mouth disease
— Chapter 8.12. Rift Valley fever
— Chapter 11.8. Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia
— Chapter 12.1. Infection with African horse sickness virus
— Chapter 12.10. Glanders
— Chapter 14.8. Infection with peste des petits ruminants virus.
5. The endorsement of the draft chapter for the Terrestrial Code
on porcine respiratory and reproductive syndrome proposed
by the ad hoc Group.
6. The request from a Member Country for designation of a
Collaborating Centre for Animal Health and Epidemiology.
7. Liaison with the Biological Standards Commission over issues
related to the updating of prescribed tests for the diagnosis
of certain listed diseases according to current scientific
knowledge.
8. The involvement of members of the Commission in relevant
ad hoc Groups and scientific meetings related to OIE activities.
9. Setting priorities for the future work of the Commission, draft
agendas and dates for the meetings of planned new ad hoc
Groups
10. The outcome of the OIE expert mission conducted in 2013
and discussion on possible expert missions during 2014.
In addition, the Scientific Commission and the Terrestrial
Animal Health Standards Commission (Code Commission) held
a joint meeting, chaired by the Director General, where several
important items were discussed, such as the need for a definition
of risk-based surveillance in the Terrestrial Code; progress on
the harmonisation of the chapters on bluetongue, epizootic
haemorrhagic disease and African horse sickness; the way forward
for the chapters on antimicrobial resistance, and the concept
of a high-health-status horse subpopulation. On the request
of the Scientific Commission, the Code Commission clarified

| 2014« 2

that horizontal chapters of the Terrestrial Code supersede
disease-specific chapters, unless specified in the disease-
specific chapters. Some disease-specific chapters, such as
those on foot and mouth disease, brucellosis, and classical
swine fever, were also debated.

Biological Standards Commission

(‘Laboratories Commission’)

OIE Headquarters, Paris, 19-20 February 2014
The Commission met at the OIE Headquarters under the

chairmanship of its President, Prof. Vincenzo Caporale, and

addressed, among others, the following issues:

1. OIE Reference Centres
The Commission accepted two new requests for
designation as OIE Collaborating Centres and five for
designation as Reference Laboratories. These requests
were submitted to and endorsed by the OIE Council. The
two Collaborating Centre proposals need to be endorsed
by the appropriate OIE Regional Commission during the
meetings to be held in Paris in May 2014, during the
week of the General Session. All applications will then be
submitted for adoption by the Assembly through a formal
Resolution. The Commission, and subsequently the
Council, also approved six nominations for replacement
experts.

2. Ad hoc Groups
The Commission endorsed the report of the meeting
of the ad hoc Group on High-Throughput Sequencing,
Bioinformatics and Computational Genomics
(HTS, BCG), held from 25 to 27 November 2013. It
also drafted terms of reference for an ad hoc Group on
Camelidae.

3. Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial
Animals (‘ Terrestrial Manuar)
The Commission reviewed and approved the proposals
of the Enlarged Bureau Group: 20 chapters and the
glossary were approved for circulation to Member
Countries for second-round comment and eventual
proposal for adoption by the Assembly in May 2014.
Three chapters and eight guidelines that had been sent
for second-round comment will be proposed for adoption
without further circulation. One chapter received no
Member Country comments and so will be proposed for
adoption without further circulation.
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Activities of the Scientific and Technical Department

International standardisation/harmonisation

The current OIE Collaborating Centre for Cell Cultures,
Brescia, Italy had applied to extend its remit and title

to ‘OIE Collaborating Centre for a Veterinary Biologicals
Biobank'. Its aim is to extend an existing national
programme to the OIE Reference Centre network. The
Centre would initially collect information from the OIE
Reference Centres on what reference materials they
produce and supply. The ultimate aim would be to create
a ‘biobank’ of correctly identified, quantified and stored
materials. This biobank would assist the Commission to
expand its standardisation programme to evaluate and
adopt more of the reference materials that OIE Reference
Laboratories are mandated to develop.

Equine influenza vaccine composition

The Commission endorsed the conclusions and
recommendations of the Expert Surveillance Panel on
Equine Influenza Vaccine Composition on the composition
of equine influenza vaccines for 2014 (see p. 77).
OFFLU (the OIE/FAO network of expertise

on animal influenza)

At the 2013 WHO Vaccine Composition Meeting, the
OFFLU network contributed one hundred and forty
H5N1 and sixty HON2 virus sequences to help WHO in
pandemic preparedness. The OFFLU Swine Influenza
Virus Group paper, entitled: ‘Review of influenza A virus
in swine worldwide’, was published in Zoonoses and
Public Health. The LAMP (loop-mediated isothermal
amplification) project funded by OIE under OFFLU
technical activities was completed. The final report
concluded that there is a need for robust and safe
molecular assays that are affordable and applicable

in low-resource laboratories. OFFLU organised a
three-day technical meeting in December 2013 in
Beijing, the People’s Republic of China, to update the
recommendations and develop new guidance on vaccines
and vaccination against highly pathogenic avian influenza
(HPAI) from lessons learned over the past six years.
OFFLU carried out its second ring trial in 2013. Twenty
laboratories from 19 different countries, including nine
OIE/FAO Reference Centres and eleven national/regional
laboratories, participated in this exercise. The results of
the ring trial showed that there has been a substantial
improvement in the accurate detection of influenza

virus A by laboratories but that some national/regional labs
face challenges in subtyping and sequence analysis. OFFLU,
in collaboration with STAR-IDAZ (Global Strategic Alliances
for the Coordination of Research on the Major Infectious
Diseases of Animals and Zoonoses), is organising a meeting
at the OIE Headquarters in April 2014 to develop a ten-year
vision for global animal influenza research needs.

Ad hoc Groups

Setting Up a Global Database

on the Use of Antimicrobial
Agents in Animals

OIE Headquarters, Paris, 6-8 January 2014

The Group was convened after the adoption of
Recommendation No. 7 by the participants of the OIE Global
Conference on the Responsible and Prudent Use of Antimicrobial
Agents for Animals (held in Paris from 13 to 15 March 2013),
recommending to the OIE the collection of harmonised
quantitative data on the use of antimicrobial agents in animals
with a view to establishing a global database.

The main objective of the Group was to provide expertise and
guidance to the OIE on beginning to collect relevant data and the
eventual establishment of a global database, taking into account
the results of the questionnaire on monitoring the quantities of
antimicrobial agents used in animals, presented at the OIE Global
Conference, mentioned above.

The Group discussed the purpose of such a database,
the scope and types of data that could be collected, the
necessity of ensuring that this information is harmonised,
standardised and applicable to all OIE Member Countries,
and developed a work plan for the coming year to advance
progress on this issue.

Evaluation of Contagious Bovine
Pleuropneumonia (CBPP) Status
of Member Countries
OIE Headquarters, Paris, 8-9 January 2014

The Group evaluated three dossiers submitted
by Member Countries who applied for recognition as being
historically free from CBPP. The Group was informed
of a new article in the Terrestrial Code on the endorsement
of an official control programme for CBPP.
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Activities of the Scientific
and Technical Department

Evaluation of African Horse Sickness
(AHS) Status of Member Countries
OIE Headquarters, Paris, 14-15 January 2014

The Group evaluated a total of 16 applications in
accordance with the Terrestrial Animal Health Code. As
announced at the OIE General Session in May 2013, the
deadline for applications through the short procedure for
AHS historical freedom has been extended for another year,
allowing historically free Member Countries to apply easily.
Fifteen of the applicant Member Countries took advantage
of this extension and used the short procedure for historical
freedom recognition.

Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD)
OIE Headquarters, Paris, 4-6 February 2014

The Group finalised the revision of the Terrestrial
Code chapter on FMD. A revised chapter was circulated
for a first round of comments in February 2013 and the
Group was asked to address the scientific comments from
Member Countries, as well as comments from the specialist
Commissions.

Tuberculosis
OIE Headquarters, Paris, 11-13 March 2014

The Group finalised the revision of the existing chapters
of the Terrestrial Code on tuberculosis, addressing
comments from the Scientific Commission. The Group kept
a pathogen-based approach, which had been undertaken
in the revision of some chapters in the Terrestrial Code and
approved by the specialist Commissions. The Group also
took into account the approach taken in the draft chapter
on brucellosis, where relevant.
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Activities of the
International Trade
Department

Summaries of the OIE Specialist Commission,

Working Group and Ad hoc Group meetings
January to March 2014

Ad hoc Groups

Safety of Products Derived
from Aquatic Animals
January-February 2014

The ad hoc Group on the Safety of Products Derived from
Aquatic Animals worked remotely as an electronic ad hoc Group
during January and February 2014.

The ad hoc Group was convened to conduct assessments on
a range of commodities commonly traded internationally against
the criteria provided in Chapter 5.4. of the Aquatic Animal
Health Code for salmonid alphavirus. It recommended that a list
of commodities be included in Articles 10.X.3. and 10.X.12. of
the new chapter on ‘Infection with salmonid alphavirus'. It also
evaluated whether salmonid alphavirus is vertically transmitted in
disinfected eggs and recommended the inclusion of a new article
on the importation of disinfected eggs.

Porcine Cysticercosis
OIE Headquarters, Paris, 4—6 February 2014

The ad hoc Group was convened to draft a chapter on
‘Infection with Taenia solium’ for the Terrestrial Animal Health
Code. The aim of the chapter is to reduce the risk of infection
of humans and animals with T. solium and to minimise its
international spread. The chapter will provide recommendations
for prevention, control and surveillance for infection with
T. solium in pigs, and recommendations for the importation
of pig meat, with the goal of reducing the public health and
economic impacts of the disease.

Specialist Commissions

Terrestrial Animal Health Standards
Commission
OIE Headquarters, Paris, 11-20 February 2014

The Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission
reviewed Member Country comments on those texts circulated



Activities of the International Trade Department

after the Commission meeting in September 2013, together with

the reports of OIE ad hoc Groups (‘Animal Welfare and Dairy Cattle

Production Systems’ and ‘Porcine Cysticercosis’) and the OIE
Animal Production and Food Safety Working Group.

The Commission also reviewed several revised or new draft
chapters received from the Scientific Commission for Animal
Diseases.

The Commission will propose the following revised or new
chapters for adoption in the Terrestrial Code at the 82nd General
Session in May 2014:

— the user’s guide

— the glossary

— notification of diseases, infections, infestations and
epidemiological information

— criteria for the inclusion of diseases, infections and infestations

on the OIE List

— import risk analysis

— the collection and processing of in vivo-derived embryos from
livestock and equids

general obligations related to certification

certification procedures

animal health measures applicable before and at departure

an introduction to the recommendations for controlling
antimicrobial resistance

— the responsible and prudent use of antimicrobial agents in
veterinary medicine

— risk assessment for antimicrobial resistance arising from the
use of antimicrobial agents in animals

— animal welfare and broiler chicken production systems

— Veterinary Services

— the evaluation of Veterinary Services

— communication

— infection with African horse sickness virus

— infection with Trichinella spp.

— infection with Rift Valley fever virus

— tularemia

— infection with Brucella abortus, B. melitensis and B. suis
— infection with avian influenza viruses

— Newcastle disease

— infection with Mycoplasma mycoides subsp. mycoides SC
(contagious bovine pleuropneumonia)

— the high-health-status horse subpopulation

— infection with equid herpesvirus 1 (equine rhinopneumonitis)
— infection with equine arteritis virus

— infection with peste des petits ruminants virus

— the prevention, detection and control of Salmonella in
poultry

— general recommendations on disinfection and
disinsectisation.

In addition, chapters on vesicular stomatitis (Chapter 8.16.)
and on swine vesicular disease (Chapter 15.4.) will be
proposed for deletion, in accordance with the proposed
delisting of these diseases.

The Commission also decided to circulate the following
revised or new draft chapters for Member Country comments:
— animal welfare and dairy cattle production systems
— infection with Taenia solium
— infection with porcine reproductive and respiratory
syndrome virus.

Member Country comments on these texts will be reviewed
at the Commission’s next meeting in September 2014.

Furthermore, the Commission reviewed the applications
for recognition as an OIE Collaborating Centre and provided
its view on these submissions to the OIE Council for further
consideration.

Aquatic Animal Health Standards
Commission
OIE Headquarters, Paris, 24-28 February 2014

The Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission
addressed Member Country comments on the texts circulated
as part of the Commission’s October 2013 meeting report and
the work of the OIE electronic ad hoc Group on the Safety of
Products Derived from Aquatic Animals.

The Commission will propose amended texts for adoption in
the Aquatic Animal Health Code at the 82nd General Session in
May 2014 on:

— the glossary

— notification of diseases and epidemiological information
(Chapter 1.1.)

— criteria for listing aquatic animal diseases (Chapter 1.2.)

— diseases listed by the OIE (Chapter 1.3.)

— import risk analysis (Chapter 2.1.)

— the quality of Aquatic Animal Health Services (Chapter 3.1.)
— general obligations related to certification (Chapter 5.1.)

— certification procedures (Chapter 5.2.)

— necrotising hepatopancreatitis (Chapter 9.4.)
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Activities of the International
Trade Department

— model Chapter X.X.

— yellow head disease (Chapter 9.8.)

— infection with infectious salmon anaemia virus

(Chapter 10.5.)

— infection with salmonid alphavirus (new Chapter 10.X.)

— criteria for determining the susceptibility of aquatic animals to
specific pathogenic agents (new Chapter X.X.).

The Commission will propose amended texts for adoption in
the Aquatic Manual at the 82nd General Session in May 2014
on:

— infection with infectious salmon anaemia virus
(Chapter 2.3.5.)

— infection with ostreid herpesvirus 1 microvariants
(Chapter 2.4.9.)

— infection with salmonid alphavirus (Chapter 2.3.X.)
— infectious hypodermal and haematopoietic necrosis
(Chapter 2.2.2.).

The Commission also circulated the ‘Guide to the Use
of the Aquatic Animal Health Code’, for Member Countries’
comments!.

The Commission reviewed the document on ‘Surveillance
for infection with Bonamia ostreae’ and requested that this be
uploaded onto the Commission’s website. The Commission
reviewed and endorsed three applications for OIE Reference
Laboratory status and will propose these for adoption at the
82nd General Session. Finally, the Commission updated its work
programme for 2014-2015.

1 The Guide to the Use of the Aquatic Animal Health Code is available at: www.oie.
int/en/international-standard-setting/aquatic-code/access-online/?htmfile=guide.htm
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regional
activities

Staff movements

Arrival

OIE Sub-Regional Representation
for North Africa

Dr Alessandro Ripani
During his five-and-a-
half-year spell at the OIE
Headquarters in Paris,
Dr Alessandro Ripani worked
in both the Animal Health
Information Department and
the Scientific and Technical
Department, where he was
responsible for processing
applications from OIE Member Countries for official
recognition of their disease status for specific animal
diseases. In particular, Dr Ripani helped to establish a
standard procedure for recognising disease status.
Having returned to his home institution, Istituto
Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise
‘G. Caporale’, in Teramo, Italy, in September 2013,
Dr Ripani rejoined the OIE on 17 February 2014
as Technical Assistant to the OIE Sub-Regional
Representation for North Africa, based in Tunis, Tunisia.
The OIE Sub-Regional Representation for North
Africa is delighted to welcome him and to benefit from

his wealth of experience.



Americas

Arrivals
OIE Sub-Regional Representation for Central America

Dr Montserrat Arroyo Kuribreiia

Dr Montserrat Arroyo Kuribrenia gained her doctorate in veterinary medicine from the National
Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM). She also has a Master’s degree in preventive veterinary
medicine from the University of California in Davis, the United States of America. She joined the OIE on
1 January 2014 as Sub-Regional Representative of the OIE for Central America.

Dr Arroyo worked for the National Service for Agri-Food Health, Safety and Quality (SENASICA) in

Mexico, initially in the fields of foreign animal disease prevention and national surveillance and control

programmes. She then became Director for Imports and Exports, managing international negotiations
for the trade in animal products, as well as sanitary and phytosanitary measures, and cooperative
agreements on animal health with third countries, a position that she held until December 2013. Dr Arroyo has also taken part as
a speaker in several scientific and technical conferences, seminars and training workshops, and assisted in their organisation and

smooth running. The OIE would like to extend her a warm welcome.

Ms Lexy Castro de Ceballos
Ms Lexy Castro de Ceballos
joined the OIE Sub-Regional

Representation for Central America

OIE Regional Representation
for the Americas

Ms Alina Gutiérrez Camacho
as Secretary on 1 February 2014, Ms Alina Gutiérrez Camacho has
replacing Ms Alina Gutierrez, who exchanged her position as Secretary for

has been appointed as Secretary for the OIE Sub-Regional Representation

for Central America in Panama for

the OIE Regional Representation for

the Americas. one as Secretary at the OIE Regional
Lexy Castro de Ceballos is Panamanian. She has a Representation for the Americas in Buenos Aires, where she took up
Bachelor’s degree in marketing and is currently studying her new role on 1 March 2014.
for her postgraduate degree in high-level management. She The OIE wishes her all the best in this new position, where she
has previously worked mainly in the private sector and is will continue to contribute to the administrative tasks and logistics of
enthusiastic about joining the OIE team. We are just as happy meetings in the region, a challenge to which she has already proven
to have her on board. herself more than equal.

Departure

has given it her loyalty and service for
15 uninterrupted years.

OIE Regional Representation
for the Americas

During that time she participated
both in the management of administrative
affairs and in the organisation of regional
Ms Alicia Palmas

Ms Alicia Susana Palmas retired from

events, collaborating and interacting with

all the other OIE Member Countries from

Alicia Palmas handed over to Alina Gutiérrez

her role as Secretary of the OIE Regional the region.

Representation for the Americas on Her colleagues from the OIE, as well as many members of

31 March 2014. the Veterinary Services from the Americas, would like to thank
Alicia has been part of the staff of the OIE Regional Alicia for her work and wish her the very best for this next phase

Representation for the Americas since the day of its creation, and  in her life.
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Arrival

OIE Sub-Regional
FMD Coordination Office
in Kazakhstan

Dr Askar Kozhayev

Dr Askar Kozhayev took up his new role as
technical assistant at the OIE Sub-Regional FMD
Coordination Office in
Astana, Kazakhstan, on
15 January 2014. He will
provide technical support
in the implementation of
various projects for the
prevention and control

of animal diseases in

the Eurasian region,
particularly foot and mouth disease (FMD).

Dr Kozhayev has considerable experience in the
production of industrial and semi-industrial vaccine
and diagnostic kits. As well as lecturing in biosafety at
Kazakhstan National Agrarian University in Almaty,
Dr Kozhayev worked on the harmonisation of
veterinary animal health requirements in the
Department of Animal Breeding Development and
Veterinary Safety, at the Ministry of Agriculture of
the Republic of Kazakhstan, under a programme
called ‘Normative and methodological support for
the development of branches of the agro-industrial
complex’. He was also in charge of a project for
developing technical regulations at the Kazakh
Ministry of Agriculture. We hope he finds his new
work at the OIE Sub-Regional FMD Coordination
Office equally as stimulating.
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Meetings

Launch of AfriVIP,
the African Veterinary Information Portal

The African Veterinary Information Portal (AfriVIP), an open
educational resources (OER) platform, was launched by the Faculty of
Veterinary Science, University of Pretoria (UP), on 18 February 2014.

The event was attended by more than 100 invited guests, including
12 Deans from the Faculties of Veterinary Medicine from East, Central
and Southern Africa, and, from the OIE, Dr Walter Masiga, Sub-Regional
Representative for Eastern and the Horn of Africa, and Dr Neo Mapitse,
Sub-Regional Representative for Southern Africa.

AfriVIP’s objective is to draw together the substantial intellectual
capital on uniguely African matters through a network of veterinary
science faculties and African veterinary associations working in Africa
and further afield. It has been developed under an open licensing
framework as an online portal of information, educational and research
resources and continuing professional development opportunities for
veterinary and paraveterinary professionals and students.

Left to right: Dr Walter Masiga (OIE), Prof. Maxime Madder (ITM, Antwerp, Belgium),
Dr Neo Mapitse (OIE), Prof. Gerry Swan (Dean, Faculty of Veterinary Science, UP),

Prof. Cheryl de la Rey (Vice-Chancellor and Principal, UP), Prof. Koos Coetzer (Deputy Dean,
Faculty of Veterinary Science, UP), Ms Catherine Ngugi (OER Africa), Mr Neil Butcher
(Neil Butcher & Associates) and Dr Peter Oberem (Afrivet)

Photo courtesy of the Faculty of Veterinary Science, University of Pretoria
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the Republic of Korea, Mongolia, Nepal,
Chinese Taipei and Vietnam; representatives
from OIE Headquarters and the Regional
Representations, the FAO Regional Office
for Asia and the Pacific (FAO RAP), the
Association of South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and the Secretariat of the Pacific
Community (SPC).

The OIE’s contribution to ‘One Health’
was presented by Dr Alain Dehove, and the
FAO view of methods for collaboration was
discussed by Dr Reildrin Morales from FAO
RAP. The status of zoonoses and concerns
from a sub-regional perspective were
presented by the representatives of ASEAN,
SPC and the Member Countries of the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC).

In the technical sessions on HPAI control measures,
preparedness for zoonotic influenza, and strengthening
rabies control, various experts and country representatives
gave presentations to share their experience and relevant
technical information. Among the key topics presented were:
the OIE rabies control strategy and regional vaccine bank,
global and regional rabies scenarios, HPAI vaccination and an
exit strategy, avian influenza H7N9 in China, surveillance of
swine influenza and conducting risk assessments of live bird
markets.

These are some of the important points that participants
acknowledged as recent achievements, current concerns or
continuing efforts:

Overall approaches to zoonosis control in Asia

— The importance of controlling zoonoses at the animal
source should be further reinforced under the One Health
concept.

— There is a need for greater effort to improve communication
among people from different backgrounds.

— Cooperation at the sub-regional level is important to ensure
ownership, political support and sustainability for this project,
as indicated by the experience of ASEAN and SAARC, which
have established a coordination mechanism with the support
of FAO.

1 Verona recommendations: www.oie.int/doc/ged/D4410.PDF
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Rabies control

— It was noted that, since under-reporting is a serious concern,
it is important to ensure that rabies is notified and there is a
need to conduct rabies surveillance of animals including, where
relevant, wildlife.

— There is a need to address the risks in areas where dogs are
used for human consumption.

— Enhancing the networking of laboratories and
epidemiological systems is important in view of the usefulness
of sharing data on virus strains/clades in the region and the fact
that these data are very valuable in developing more focused
rabies control and monitoring activities.

— In order to improve vaccine availability, enhancing local
production capacity is also important whenever possible;
however, this requires the mobilisation of more funds from
governments.

HPAI control measures

— The Verona recommendations are still relevant as useful
guidance for vaccination.

— No single measure is enough to prevent, control and
eliminate HPAI.

— Where vaccination is carried out, it is important to position
vaccination within an integrated disease control system by
defining the purpose of vaccination, developing protocols,

© OIE RR Asia—Pacific



conducting post-vaccination monitoring and considering exit
strategies (i.e. improving the biosecurity of poultry production
systems, so that mass vaccination can be changed to risk-based,
targeted vaccination with a view to eventual termination).

— Research opportunities are present in areas such as the
prediction and identification of progenitor viruses; linking
molecular epidemiology and value chain data is also important.

Zoonotic influenza preparedness

— Active surveillance for animal influenza should be carried
out in order to monitor emerging strains, since clinical signs are
insufficient.

— Preventive measures should be developed based on risks.

— Effective prevention and control measures require a strong

The participants generally supported the draft framework
and the meeting concluded that the draft is appropriate,
including its governance proposals and methods of procedure.
The participants encouraged the OIE to transform this
framework into practice, starting with the formation of two
working groups, one for rabies and another for animal
influenza; this would enable the creation of more concrete
activity plans.

The two-day meeting concluded with final remarks from
Dr Hirofumi Kugita, OIE Regional Representative for Asia and
the Pacific, expressing his appreciation for the continuing
support of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of
the Government of Japan, and the careful deliberations of the
participants.

legislative basis with effective compliance activities.

— Concern has been expressed that swine influenza virus is

not on the OIE list of notifiable diseases and that this affects the

attention given to it, as well as reporting at the country level.

However, it is noted that the OIE requires notification of any

emerging event.

Facilitation of international competition horse movement

Regional Workshop
Hong Kong, 18-21 February 2014

This workshop brought together
key stakeholders concerned with the
transboundary movement of competition
horses; namely, government authorities,
national Equestrian Federations and
national Horse Racing Authorities.
Around 100 people from the region
attended the three-day meeting while
some countries from outside the region
were also invited.

The meeting consisted of a
mixture of lectures and working-group
sessions and was organised by the OIE
in collaboration with the Fédération
Equestre Internationale (FEI), the
International Federation of Horseracing
Authorities (IFHA), and the Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department
of Hong Kong SAR (AFCD). The Hong
Kong Jockey Club generously provided

the Happy Valley Race Course as a
venue, setting the scene for the topic
under discussion, and the meeting
was officially opened by Dr Wing Man
Ko, the Secretary for Food and Health,
Hong Kong SAR, followed by Dr Bernard
Vallat, Director General of the OIE,

who had also working meetings with
the official authorities of Hong Kong as
well as with authorities from the private
sector, including the managers of the
Jockey Club.

In the last decade, there has been
significant global growth in the sport
horse industry, bringing socio-economic
benefits to many national economies
and to the horse industry itself. However,
the industry faces a number of obstacles
to the free and safe international
movement of horses for international

The logo of the Workshop

competitions and race meetings, and
these also pose a problem to countries
who wish to expand their own equine
industries. Such obstacles include
inconsistent approaches to health
regulations and quarantine, leading, in
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Photo courtesy of Mak Shi Hung/ Agriculture, Fisheries and

OIE Regional Workshop for Asia, the Far East and Oceania
Facilitation of International Competition Horse Movement
Hong Kong, 18-20 Fet;;uar',r 2014

Conservation Department of the Government of Hong Kong

Left to right: Mr Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges, Chief Executive Officer of the
Hong Kong Jockey Club and Vice Chairman of the IFHA; Dr Bernard Vallat,
Director General of the OIE; Mr Ingmar De Vos, FEI Secretary General; and Mr
Chi Kong Alan Wong, Director of the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department of the Government of Hong Kong, pictured on 18 February 2014 at
the opening of an historic international movement of sport horses workshop for
government veterinary and animal health experts from twenty nations across Asia

and Oceania at the Happy Valley Race Course (Hong Kong)

some cases, to excessive and irregular health requirements
for the temporary importation of horses.

To help participants to debate these issues and discuss
such problems with public and private stakeholders,
presentations were given on the OIE initiative of the High
Health, High Performance horse (HHP horse) sub-population,
the organisation of FEI and IFHA and the equine industry
they support, and the views of other important participants,
such as laboratories and horse transporters. Government
representatives also presented on the existing national horse
importation regulations.

A survey on the current importation requirements
was carried out before the workshop, and the results of
this formed the basis for the working-group and plenary
discussions.

The key findings of the survey were an eye-opener for all
participants since they clearly demonstrated
the diversity of existing regulations:

a) Among the 21 countries that were included in the
survey, freedom certification was requested for 43 different
equine diseases (note: the OIE recommends certification
for 11 equine diseases and 6 diseases that affect multiple
species, equines included). It was also noted that 50% of
the respondents had separate certificates for the temporary
importation of horses, but tended to negotiate and use them
only for specific events.

b) It was also found that countries in this region request
pre-export quarantine and post-arrival quarantine for all
17 OIE-listed diseases and for another 14 non-listed diseases,
which is surely one of the major issues impeding easier horse
movement.

There were two working-group sessions, each involving
both government representatives and participants from the
national Equestrian Federation and national Horse Racing
Authority. The government groups were asked to establish
a priority list of diseases that could be agreed upon and
harmonised for the horse movement certification process, while
each of the industry groups separately discussed biosecurity
measures for HHP horses and ways of improving cooperation
between the public veterinarians working for the industry and
government authorities.

All those taking part, but in particular government
representatives, recognised the need to harmonise health
certification based on scientific considerations, to introduce
temporary importation certificates and to consider the HHP
concept as a useful tool. There was a general appreciation of
the need for government officials to improve their knowledge of
equine health and of the clear leadership role that the OIE has
to play in this regard.

A social programme that included a visit to a Happy Valley
race meeting and a trip to the quarantine and equine hospital
facilities of the Hong Kong Jockey Club put many of the
presentations into a more practical perspective.

A number of recommendations were agreed upon and
these should be helpful to all those continuing to work on the
HHP initiative at the regional and country level.

A full report on the survey, the presentations, the outcomes of the working-group sessions and the recommendations are available
on the OIE Regional Representation for Asia and the Pacific website at: www.rr-asia.oie.int/activities/regional-programme/
other-activities/international-horse-movement/
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